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SUBJECT: GROC CONCERNS ABOUT VIETNAM AND SOUTHEAST ASIA 

1. SATURDAY MORNING FONMIN SHEN WITH VICE FONMIN TSAI 
WEI PING PRESENT CONVEYED TO ME VERY SERIOUS CONCERN OF 
GROC OVER RECENT DEVELOPMENTS SOUTH VIETNAM AND 
CAMBODIA. HE ALSO DISCUSSED AT SOME LENGTH (A) OPERA- 
TIONAL PROBLEMS RELATING TO RESETTLEMENT AND EVACUATION 
FROM SOUTH VIETNAM WHICH ARE DISCUSSED SEPTEL AND(B) 
DEPARTURE FROM PHNOM PENH OF ROC MISSION, ALSO COVERED 
SEPTEL. 

2. MIN SHEN FIRST ASKED WHAT I COULD TELL HIM ABOUT SITUA- 
TION AND ANTICIPATED U.S. ACTIONS, GIVEN THE GRAVE DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. HE ESPECIALLY ASKED TO HAVE HIS 
GOVERNMENT INFORMED WHEN ANY IMPORTANT POLICY DECISIONS ARE 
REACHED ABOUT THE PRESENT CRISIS AND MEASURES TO BE 

TAKEN. HE RECOGNIZED ESPECIALLY SEVERE IMPACT WHICH 
RECENT EVENTS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY HAVING IN THAILAND AND 
THE PHILIPPINES AND ELSEWHERE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA BUT HE 
EMPHASIZED THAT THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA IS NEXT DOOR AND 
THAT APPREHENSIONS HERE ABOUT THE SPREADING REPER- 
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HE WAS AWARE OF PRESIDENT FORD'S RECENT STATEMENTS AND 
RESPONSES OF SPECIAL SENSITIVITY THAILAND AND 
PHILIPPINES. 

3. 1 TOLD SHEN THAT I BELIEVED GENERAL WEYAND'S REPORT 
TO THE PRESIDENT AS WELL AS AMBASSADOR MARTIN’S REPORTING 
FROM SAIGON WOULD BE KEY ELEMENTS IN PRESIDENT'S CONSIDERATION 
OF FURTHER U.S. ACTION, NOTING WEYAND'S THOROUGH UNDERSTAND- 
ING OF MILITARY SITUATION FROM PAST PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND 
HIS ESTABLISHED RELATIONS WITH PRESIDENT THIEU AND 
MILITARY LEADERS. I SUMMARIZED OUR CURRENT EFFORTS TO 
PROVIDE MILITARY, FOOD AND OTHER SUPPLIES AND HUMANITARIAN 
RELIEF TO CAMBODIA AND SOUTH VIETNAM ON EMERGENCY BASIS. 

I ADDED THIS IN SOME CASES BEING EXPANDED BUT AS HE WAS 
AWARE LONGER RUN CONTINUING SUPPLY WAS DEPENDENT ON CON- 
GRESSIONAL ACTION. I DID NOT FORESEE ANY DIRECT INTERVEN- 
TION BY U.S. ARMED FORCES IN EITHER COUNTRY. AS HE WAS 
AWARE, HOWEVER, U.S. MILITARY AND CIVILIANS DEEPLY 
INVOLVED ON CRASH BASIS IN SUPPLY AND HUMANITARIAN 
WORK. 

4. SHEN AGAIN ASKED TO BE KEPT CURRENT ON OUR ASSESSMENT OF 
RAPIDLY DEVELOPING SITUATION (GIVEN ROC PERSONNEL 

IN INDO-CHINA, AMONG OTHER REASONS) AND HE REPEATED HIS 
REQUEST THAT HIS GOVERNMENT BE INFORMED OF ANY SIGNIFICANT 
POLICY DECISIONS REACHED BY U.S. 

5. DEPT. PLEASE REPEAT TO TAIPEI PERTINENT SUMMARIES, 

ANALYSES AND STATEMENTS TO ENABLE US RESPOND TO GROC REQUEST. 
UNGER 
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